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Stephen Christopher Sew-
eryn, 61, of Glenside, director
of Rebuilding Together Phila-
delphia, died of pulmonary fi-
brosis Tuesday at Temple Uni-
versity Hospital.

A skilled carpenter,
Mr. Seweryn was al-
ways lending a hand
to family and friends
and his church. Nine-
teen years ago, he be-
gan volunteering at
Rebuilding Together,
a national nonprofit
that partners with the
community to rehabili-
tate homes for low-in-
come families, the eld-
erly and the disabled. In the
last 20 years, the organiza-
tion's Philadelphia chapter
has assisted more than 830
homeowners and engaged
more than 24,000 volunteers.

Mr. Seweryn served on the
board of Rebuilding Together
Philadelphia and was a project
manager before becoming exec-
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utive director in 2001. Several
years later he told a reporter
that he was "getting up to
speed on this executive direc-
tor stuff. Mostly it's made me
learn how to type." Though he
barely had time to pick up a

hammer, he said, he
tried to get out on the
street because he loved
meeting homeowners
and volunteers.

In 2004, Mr. Seweryn
and his sons Justin and
Peter participated in a
Bike Brigade fund-rais-
ing event for Rebuild-
ing Together, cycling
from Astoria, Ore., to
Sea Isle City, N.J., and
raising $30,000.

Though he had already been di-
agnosed with his illness, Mr.
Seweryn completed the ride.
"We ask our volunteers to fin-
ish what they started and that's
what I intend to do," he told a
reporter before the ride.

The second oldest of nine
children, Mr. Seweryn gradu-
ated from Bishop McDevitt

High School in Wyncote,
where he met his future wife,
Kathleen May. In 2003 he was
inducted into the school's hall
of fame, and in 1999 he and
his wife received the Distin-
guished Catholic School Grad-
uate Award for community
service.

During the Vietnam War,
Mr. Seweryn served in the
Navy for four years and was
assigned to a weather station
in Guam.

After his discharge, he
earned a bachelor's degree
from Kutztown University.
For 30 years, he operated his
own contracting business be-
fore being appointed execu-
tive director of Rebuilding To-
gether Philadelphia.

Mr. Seweryn was active with
the St. Vincent de Paul Society,
which collects goods for the
needy. He received the Glen-
side Interservice Club's Distin-
guished Community Service
Award in 2000.

He enjoyed traveling to
state and national parks, and

he volunteered his carpentry
skills in Nicaragua, on an Indi-
an reservation in Montana,
and in New Orleans after Hur-
ricane Katrina.

His favorite pastimes were
watching Penn State football,
fishing in upstate Pennsylva-
nia, tinkering with comput-
ers, and playing with his two
grandchildren.

In addition to his wife of 30
years, sons, and grandchil-
dren, Mr. Seweryn is sur-
vived by daughters Jaime Fla-
herty and Stephanie; his fa-
ther, Edwin; a brother, and
six sisters.

Friends may call from 6 to
9 p.m. tomorrow at St. Luke
the Evangelist Church, 2316
Fairhill Ave., Glenside, and
from 9:30 to 10:30 a.m. Mon-
day. A Funeral Mass will be
said at 11 a.m. Burial will be
in Holy Sepulchre Cemetery,
Cheltenham.

Contact staff writer Sally A.
Downey at 215-854-2913 or
sdowney@phillynews.com.


