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Tech center in memory of slain Logan resident
Logan CDC, Rebuilding Together

Philadelphia (RTF) and the local Tri
State Pepsi Bottling Group (PBG)
will team up to create a community
(echnology center in honor of
Carlton Simmons, a former PBG
employee and lifelong Logan resi-
dent who was fatally shot on the
first of the year. On Friday, March
27, volunteers will kick off renova-
llons on the property at 4542 N.
l l t h St., Philadelphia, PA 19140,
helping transform the house into a
s l l c where Logan residents can
. K ( < V S S the Internet via broadband
. U K ! use computers free of charge.

When completed, the Carlton

Simmons Community Technology
Center will contain workstations, a
Wi-Fi access point, a printer, and a
small library with books donated by
Philadelphia Reads. In addition to
providing technology access, the
site will be used as a satellite office
for the Logan Neighborhood
Advisory Committee, and for Logan
CDC to offer its services as a
Benefit Bank site, assisting resi-
dents in applying for federal and
state benefits including
Medicare/Medicaid, CHIP and
SNAP (formerly knows as 'Food
Stamps.) The new center will also
be available for community groups

to reserve lor meetings and other
events.

"Half o l lh f households in the city
of Philadelphia are not connected to
the Internet, and the absence of
access is highlighted in under-
served communities like Logan,"
said Cicely Peterson-Manguni,
executive director of Logan CDC.
"We are exclled to work with great
partners like Rebuilding Together
Philadelphia and The Pepsi Bottling
Group to help bridge the digital
divide and connect residents to cru-
cial information and opportunities."

The volunicer event will run from
8 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Funding for the project has been
made available through a grant from
The Pepsi Bottling Group. In addi-
tion to funding the Rebuilding
Together Philadelphia affiliate, PBG
will provide grants for similar proj-
ects in 10 communities nationwide.

Through collaborations and Inde-
pendently, Logan CDC seeks to
enhance the quality of life for Logan
residents and businesses through
revitalization efforts: community
development, residential housing
programs and community-focused
education. Key projects include the
Logan Neighborhood Advisory
Committee and mixed-use real

estate development in the Logan
Urban Renewal Area.

Rebuilding Together Philadelphia
is part of Rebuilding Together, a
national nonprofit organization
working to preserve affordable
homeownership and revitalize
neighborhoods by providing home
repair and renovation services" at no
cost to those in need. Through the
support of corporate sponsors, local
businesses and the hands-on work
of over 200,000 volunteers,
Rebuilding Together renovates and
repairs nearly 10,000 homes and
nonprofit facilities annually with a
market value of nearly $100 million.
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